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In this issue, we pay homage to the women who,
11

15

13

contributions to the academia, to society, and have left
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in their own extraordinary ways, have made outstanding

a mark in the history. These are women who have come
from diverse walks of life. Their personal journeys
vary, but they share the common lifelong endeavour
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of steadfastly pursuing their ideas, their goals, their
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dreams. They are women whom the University has
proudly recognised with honorary degrees. Their lives
and work endure as an inspiration to us all.
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HKU Women Honorary Graduates
1

Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra
Helen Elizabeth Olga Christabel of Kent
(LLD 1961) – a lifetime of
royal duty to promoting goodwill throughout
the Commonwealth and the world.

9

2

Li, Mrs. Ellen Shu Pui
(LLD
1969) – training in business administration
in Shanghai was followed by a lifelong
commitment to public service and the
advancement of women’s rights in Hong
Kong.

10 Aquinas, Sister Mary (DSocSc 1978)
– described as an ‘Irish nightingale who
operates in a Parsi hospital in a Chinese
setting in a British colony’, and the
embodiment of spirituality, scholarship
and compassion.

Murdoch, Jean Iris (DLitt 1969) –
regarded as a novelist by philosophers
and a philosopher by novelists, but
acclaimed and revered as one of the
most outstanding and imaginative
contemporary English writers.

11 Hui, Wai Haan
(LLD 1981;
BA 1933, MSc 1954) – over forty years
of devotion to scholarship in chemistry,
to her students and to the University of
Hong Kong.

Kotewall, Bobbie Madeleine Florence
(LLD 1971) – renowned as
an outstanding principal of St. Paul’s
Co-educational School, and cherished
by generations of students as teacher,
mentor and friend.

12 Bennett, The Rev. Joyce Mary
(DSocSc1984) – missionary, principal
at St. Stephen’s Girls’ College, social
reformer and a smiling humanitarian who
dedicated over thirty-four years of her
life to Hong Kong.

Chun, Daphne Wai Chan
(DSocSc 1972) – the first woman
professor of the University of Hong Kong
also led the way in scholarship, training
and patient care in the field of obstetrics
and gynaecology.

13 Chan, Pauline
(LLD 1985; BA
1940) – a self-confessed ‘discontentist’
who advanced from a traditional Chinese
childhood to being a model of modern
industrial management.

21 Fang, Marion Sum Suk
(DSocSc
1995) – founder of the John F. Kennedy
Centre for physically handicapped children
and a pioneer in educational policy on
pre-school care, special education and
rehabilitation services.

14 Tu, Elsie
(DSocSc 1988) –
originally a missionary and teacher,
it is for her work as in public service –
seeking justice for the ordinary man in
Hong Kong – that she is most often
recognised.

22 Chan, Anson
(LLD 1996;
BA 1962) – the first Chinese Chief
Secretary of Hong Kong has been
celebrated for her ‘adherence to the
ideals of fairness and openness in
government’ around the world.

15 Dunn, The Rt. Hon. The Baroness
(LLD 1991) – the first woman to
chair a number of blue-chip corporate
directorships, and to receive local and
overseas public recognition, including a
peerage in the British House of Lords.

23 Fang, Zhao Ling
(DLitt 1996;
BA 1955) – an unflinching belief in
‘understanding, breadth and creativity’
has won her international recognition
as one of China’s foremost artists.
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Younghusband, Dame Eileen Louise
(DSocSC 1972) – her comprehensive
programme for the training of social
workers has been of inestimable value
in the development of social welfare
services in Hong Kong.
Moore, Violet Elizabeth Frankland
(LLD 1975) – in addition to recognition
from the United Kingdom, the Order of
the Brilliant Star of China celebrates her
courage and invaluable service to Hong
Kong and China.
Ho, Chung Chung
(DLitt 1975) –
first student, then teacher, Dean and finally
Principal of True Light Middle School
underscore her dedication to the education
and advancement of women.

Symons, Catherine Joyce
(LLD 1978; BA 1939) – a tireless
participant in Hong Kong’s public life,
including the field of education, social
welfare and the battle against corruption.

16 Pullinger, Jacqueline (DSocSc 1991) –
founder of the St. Stephen’s Society in
the Walled City where she spent her life
helping drug addicts, young delinquents
and prostitutes in Hong Kong.

17 Barker, Kathleen Esther (DSocSc 1989)
– over three decades of achievement in
education, especially in the advancement
and welfare of deaf and physically
challenged students.
18 Aquino, Corazon Cojaungco
(LLD 1993) – her dedication to democratic
principles and ‘people power’ won her the
presidency of the Philippines.
19 Teresa, The Rev. Mother
(DSocSc 1993) – recognised around
the world for a lifetime of caring for the
poor and the destitute, and revered as
a guardian of compassion and human
dignity.
20 Young, Rosie Tse Tse
(DLitt 1995;
MBBS 1953, MD 1959) – a lifetime of
dedication to medical scholarship, to
teaching and the welfare of the University
of Hong Kong, as well as the Hong Kong
community at large.

24 Kadoorie, the Lady
(LLD 1999) – a lifelong generosity of
spirit, tireless philanthropic work, and
a dedication to music, has raised her
‘out of the commonplace into the rare’.

25 Shih, Cheng Yen
(DSocSc
2001) – Buddhist nun and founder of
the Tzu-Chi Foundation, the most trusted
charity in Taiwan and dedicated
to promoting charity, medical care,
education and culture.
26 Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn
(DLitt 2002) – royal birthright and a
quest for knowledge brought together for
the good of the people of Thailand.
27 Wong, Rosanna Yick Ming
(DSocSc 2003; BSocSc 1975) –
an alumna of the University of Hong
Kong who is respected for her dedication
to the welfare of young people and the
Hong Kong community.
(DSocSc
28 Ching, Lucy Man Fai
1992) – brought up in a traditional
Chinese family, she did not let her
blindness stop her from championing
the cause of education and recognition
for the blind in Hong Kong society.
29 Chan, Shuk Leung
(Pak Suet Sin
) (DLitt 2004) –
one of Cantonese opera’s most enduring
stars. Her career epitomizes the artist’s
achievements and contributions to Chinese
traditional culture.
(DSc 2004) –
30 Qian, Zhengying
academician of the Chinese Academy of
Engineering. She has provided leadership
and professional advice on the construction
of many massive dams and power
plants which have greatly mitigated flood
hazards.
31 Rodrigues, Mary Gray
(DSocSc 2004; BA 1967) – a graduate
of HKU who has remained closely
committed to her alma mater. She has
served the University as an active member
of the Council and Convocation for more
than a decade.
Photos on P5
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New Honorary Graduates 2004
The Hon Michael D Kadoorie (LLD)
is Chairman of Hong Kong and
Shanghai Hotels and CLP Holdings.
As trustee of the Kadoorie
Charitable Foundations, Mr Kadoorie
is a renowned philanthropist. In 2000
the Kadoorie Biological Sciences
Building was opened at HKU in
memory of his father, Lord Kadoorie.
Mr Kadoorie has been a member
of the University Council since 1993 and on the Court Life
Membership Committee since 2001. In 2003 he was
awarded a Gold Bauhinia Star.

(DLitt)

Madam Qian Zhengying (DSc)
is an eminent engineer in water
resources and electric power.
She has provided leadership
and professional advice on the
construction of many massive dams
and power plants which have
greatly mitigated flood hazards
along the Lower Yellow River. In
1999, she was also appointed by
the State Council to head a study group for monitoring the
construction quality of the Three Gorges Project.

Professor Arnold George Dominic
Maran (DSocSc) is Professor
Emeritus of Otorhinolaryngology at
the University of Edinburgh, and
immediate past-president of the Royal
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.
Professor Maran’s long and
distinguished service to the academic
medical profession has won him
wide acclaim internationally and
has made an immense professional impact on many countries
around the world. His book on ‘Head and Neck Surgery’
is considered the Bible for all candidates taking the fellowship
exam.
Since 1969, Professor Maran has been a visiting professor
to more than 20 universities worldwide, including HKU. His
sustained and continuing effort in ensuring a high standard of
training and practice for Hong Kong is widely admired.

T

he University conferred Honorary Degrees upon
six outstanding individuals on March 18, 2004, at
Loke Yew Hall:
Doctor of Laws

Mr Darwin Chen (Hon DSocSc;
DipMS 1972) has enjoyed a
distinguished career highlighted by
services to the community. He is
currently chairman of the Hong Kong
Arts Development Council and his
achievements in this area have
already received recognition through
the conferment of an Honorary
University Fellowship from HKU and
an Honorary Fellowship of the Academy of Performing Arts.
During his years in the civil service Mr Chen was
Manager of City Hall and later Director of Cultural Services
of the Urban Services Department. One of his initiatives
was to ensure that the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra
and the Hong Kong Academy of Ballet achieved of
professional status.

Michael D Kadoorie
Doctor of Letters

Chan Shuk Leung
(Pak Suet Sin
)
Doctor of Science

Arnold G D Maran
Qian Zheng Ying

C

Doctor of Social Sciences

Darwin Chen
Mary Gray Rodrigues

(BSocSc 1981; M J 2001)
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Tradition and
Heritage

WTO Training Centre
at HKU

M
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rs Mary Gray Rodrigues (DSocSc; BA 1967),

a loyal graduate, has dedicated her unfailing voluntary

efforts to the promotion of a beneficial relationship between
HKU graduates and their alma mater.
She has, for a quarter of a century, played a pivotal role
in re-defining not only how the graduates could help their
alma mater in meeting the
said challenges, but also in
her solid work in rallying the
force of the graduates in the
community to the cause of their
alma mater. She first
joined the Standing
Committee of
Convocation in
January 1979, was
elected as the Clerk
of Convocation in 1986, and eventually elected
as its Chairman in 1993. She held this post
until 2001, and after retiring as Convocation
Chairman, continued to serve on the University
Council.
Under her leadership from the mid-1980s to the 1990s,
Convocation started to embark upon a pro-active approach
in re-organising its membership. Mary also pioneered a
more systematic approach to graduates’ contribution to the
University. This included, for example, an affinity credit card –
and HKU was the first university in Hong Kong to launch this.
Since its inception in 1993, the card has brought in some
HK$52 million of funds to the HKU Foundation.
She has also helped strengthen bonds between town and
gown. She had made good use of her professional and
personal network to encourage graduates to offer their
expertise and connections to the benefit of the University. She
has herself exemplified such contributions in her memberships
on various university committees.
As a long-standing leader in Convocation, Mary Rodrigues
represented and reflected the views and aspirations of the
body of 90,000 graduates, thus provided an invaluable input

KU has been designated as the official World Trade Organisation
(WTO) training centre for the Asia-Pacific Region which would
offer the Regional Trade Policy Courses (RTPC) to government
officials in the entire Asia-Pacific region in partnership with the
WTO.
The designation is the result of a very keen competition
between HKU and the National University of Singapore –
the other institution on the final shortlist. The Deputy
Director-General of the WTO, Dr Kipkorir Aly Azad
RANA, in announcing WTO’s decision, commends
that both universities “had made excellent offers
and are clearly in a position to provide an
appropriate framework, both academic and
logistical, to ensure the success of such a
course”, and that “it was a very close decision
to take”.
The final decision to choose HKU as its
regional training centre is a recognition of
WTO of the academic excellence of HKU
as a leading tertiary education institution in
Asia. This is also the result of the effort of
the University to convince the WTO that
Hong Kong is the best location for its AsiaPacific regional training centre, in view of
its being a leading international financial
centre whose economy is built on the ethos
of free and fair trade.
Mr John C Tsang, Secretary for
Commerce, Industry and Technology,
HKSAR, said, “I am most pleased to note
that the University of Hong Kong has been
designated as the official World Trade
Organization (WTO) training centre for the
Asia-Pacific Region. It is a clear recognition of
our status as a separate and active member of
the WTO and a staunch supporter of the
multilateral trading system.”
The bidding proposal was prepared by the
Faculty of Law. The programme is multi-disciplinary
in nature, and, involves expertise and support from the
University’s Institute of China and Global Development,
Faculty of Business and Economics, Centre of Asian
Studies, Centre of Urban Planning and Environmental
Management, and Faculty of Education, in addition to the
Faculty of Law itself. C

in the important process of the selection of the new ViceChancellor. This contributed to the continuation of a tradition
and the preservation of the heritage of the University.
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